Acomteds M=y 5, 1944
F1le Ne. 5217-4L43

REPOPT OI' THE CIVIL . ERJMAUTICS BOARD
. on the
Investigation of en Aceident Involvipg firer=Ilt
During & Charter flight

in accident which occurred approxime tely 10 miles southeast of
Iliemna Axrport, Iliemms, Alaske, sonetiue during the evening of July 11,
1943, resulted in serious 1njuries to Pilot James Oren Kennedy and has
passenger, George Seversen, Kennedy held = comrmerciel pilot certaficate
with & sipgle-engine land, 0~80 h.p. rating. He had flown about Lies
sole hours, 206 of which were in the type mirplene involved. Seversen
was not cerfificated as an a2i1rmon. The azrcreft, an Aercne= §=65C
(seaplane), NC 26380, owned by the pilot and 4. I. Lee, was demolished.,

Eennedy, accompenmed. by Seversen, took off from the Atlentic &
Pacific Tea Compeny's Nekeen, Alaska ecmnery on a charter flight, and
delavered a pecksge of food near the mouth of Iliemna Leke, Igiging,
Maska. They recalled teking off on the return trip and climbang to
an altitude of 1000 feet, but neither Kennedy nor Seversen rememberced
whet hevopencd thereafter. There wero no known witnesses to the accadent,

Exemination of the vreckage and broken tree branches in the immedi-te
vicinity indieated that* while the asareraft wos traveling et o compar-
etively h%gh rate of speed, banked to the right ot en angle of approxi-
metely 357, 1ts raght wing contacted o smell tres about four feet
rbove the ground,and the left wing struck the top of ancther small tree.
The right wing absorbed the grester forece of impact and the plane
swerved violently to the right and crashed to the ground.

Due to the lack of witnesses and the lapse of memory suffered by
the pilot and passcnger, it 1s i1mpossivble to reconstruct the sequence
of events 1mmediately praor to impaet with Tthe trees or to determine
the probeble cause of this accident.

BY THE BOARD

/s/ Fred A, Toombs
Secretary



